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From District Governor Frank 

O’Donoghue 

 

A Time for Reflection and 

Planning 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are approaching the end of June, which 

is when the Lions Financial Year comes to a 

close. This is a time when agms are held and 

new presidents and club officers are selected 

and this information is returned to Lions 

International.  

While June 30th marks the end of the 

financial year for Lions, many clubs 

formally install the new president during 

June –or later, when there is a major summer 

service programme.  In the case of the 

District, the Handover does not take place 

until DG elect Bernard Black from Antrim 

Coast Club returns from the International 

Convention , when he is appointed to the 

District Governor office by International 

President Gudrun. The formal District 

Handover takes place on 13th July in Belfast 

and the chain is handed over. 

The agm provides an opportunity to take 

stock of the previous 12 months. It is also a 

time to plan for the next year. As we look to 

our New Lions Year of 2019-2020 our focus 

will be identifying the needs in our 

community that we as Lions are uniquely 

able to address and then determine the 
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resources –Lions, Helpers and finance -we 

require to address these needs. 

When in 1925, Helen Keller challenged the 

Lions to become the ‘Knights of the Blind’ 

she was urging Lions to take risks, to 

undertake new challenges and to broaden 

their horizons.  She clearly challenged our 

organisation to move beyond its comfort 

zone in seeking and responding creatively to 

new challenges.  

International President Gudrun, during her 

recent visit to Ireland, has communicated the 

need to look beyond our existing horizons 

and to embrace new service challenges. She 

has also encouraged each club to not only 

embrace new services, which in turn will 

enable us to attract new members, but also to 

look at our own organisation within clubs. 

She asked; ‘Are club meetings motivating? 

are they action and decision-focused?  And 

are they fun?’ 

In the context of new services, I am 

delighted to report that Galway Lions Club 

has sponsored a new Lions Club. As I write -

the final boxes are being ticked to see 

Oughterard Lions Club chartered by 30th 

June. Congratulations to Club President 

Sinead Grimes and the other 20 new lions. 

 

 Well done also to the members of Galway 

Lions Club in particular Club President 

Gerard, PDG Pat Connolly and guiding 

Lions Kevin Watters and Matthew Molloy 

who have actively supported the formation 

of this new club. 

Sadly, I must also report that 30th June will 

see the closure of two Lions Clubs -Ards and 

North Down Lions Club and Castletroy and 

District Lions club.  Despite a decline in 

membership and with members getting 

older, both clubs had tried to maintain an 

active programme of service but in recent 

months have decided to close the clubs. Both 

clubs are complying with the requirements 

of LCI and District 133 in relation to the 

closure of a club. 

On behalf of the Lions of Ireland, I wish to 

pay tribute to both the existing and past 

members of both clubs for the years of 

service in their communities and to Lions in 

general. Ards Lions were chartered in 1966 

more than 50 years ago, while Castletroy 

was chartered in 1997, some 20 years ago. 

During the last few weeks I was delighted to 

be invited to the 50th Charter Nights of two 

outstanding clubs –Dun Laoghaire Lions 

Celebrated their 50th Charter on 7th June 

when they were joined by a number of the 

original charter members, one of whom is 

still a member of the club. In the case of 

Carrick on Suir, the 50th charter was 

celebrated on 15th June and again original 

charter members were present to mark the 

occasion. It was particularly good to see the 

number of other Lions clubs represented at 

both occasions.  

Both clubs highlighted the 50 years of 

service the Clubs had provided for their local 

communities and also the support they 

provided nationally and internationally to 

Lions causes. In the case of Dun Laoghaire, 

the event programme told this story. Carrick 

on Suir presented the story of the clubs 50 

years to the general public by having a 

display in a  ‘Lions shop’ for the week.   

It was a wonderful honour to be part of two 

celebrations of great stories of Lions in 

Action and a very good note to conclude.  

 



Carrick on Suir celebrates 50 

years 
 

 
 

Carrick-on-Suir and District Lions Club 

Members with District Governor Frank 

O'Donoghue 

 

Carrick on Suir and District Lions Club 

hosted a 50th Charter celebration dinner in 

the Carraig Hotel to mark their 50 years of 

Lion’s Community Service.  In attendance 

was District Governor Frank Donoghue, past 

District Governors Teresa Dineen, Liam 

Lyons, Pat O’ Brien, District Treasurer Ger 

Cashman, 2nd Vice District Governor Elect 

and our club member Ann Ellis, founder 

members Pierce Nolan and John Shelly, 

spouses of deceased founder members Mary 

Clancy, Mary Fleming, May Hogan, 

president of Clonmel Lions Club, Carrick on 

Suir and District Lions Club, members, 

family and friends.  Also in attendance was 

Fr Tom Flynn, Councilor David Dunne, and 

members of the clubs and societies in the 

town with whom the club has worked and 

supported for the past 50 years, including St 

Vincent De Paul, ICA, Carrick on Suir 

Musical Society, Brewery Lane Drama 

Group, Clancy Brother’s Festival, COSBA, 

Men’s Shed, Suir Valley Choir and the Irish 

Pilgrimage Trust.  

 

 
 

Charter Founding Member Pierce Nolan 

with District Governor Lion Frank 

O'Donoghue cutting the cake 

 

During the the evening, Stephanie Keating 

was MC, the District Governor spoke and 

presented awards to members who were 

celebrating milestone years of service, Club 

President John McNamara presented a 

special award to Lion Brian White for his 

contribution to our environmental projects, 

and Lion Darren Cawley was the guest 

motivational speaker. 

Stephanie concluded the evening by 

thanking the management of Carraig Hotel 

for all their support and sponsorship over the 

last number of years, Ruth Lavelle, Breege 

Phelan and Will Mclellan for their musical 

performances, Linda Fahy, Tudor Artisan 

Hub for her support with marketing services 

for this celebration, Harry Nolan for the use 

of his shop for our photographic displays, 

Brian White for conducting the walking tour 

of Carrick for distinguished guests, members 



of the Men’s Shed for their hospitality.  And 

a very special ‘thank you’ to Lion Maria 

Madden for her enormous contribution to all 

the 50th Charter Celebrations, that included 

spearheading the pop-up photographic 

exhibition showcasing the community 

services that the club was involved with over 

the last 50 years. The pop-up in Nolan’s was 

open to the public on Friday and Saturday of 

the weekend.   

 

The club looks forward to continuing 

celebrating its 50th birthday in the coming 

year in which it is planning a service project 

– Diabetes screening in September. A joint 

fundraising project with Clonmel Lions Club 

of a sponsored walk on the beautiful Suir 

Blueway on 8th September. On Sunday June 

16th, the club had a Remembrance Mass for 

the deceased members, family and friends of 

the Carrick on Suir and District Lions Club 

in St Nicholas Church with the Suir Valley 

Choir. 

 

 
 

 Club of the Year Award Winners - Past 

Presidents Lion Stephanie Keating, Lion 

Maria Madden, Lion Ann Ellis, Lion John 

Denby together with Lion President John 

McNamara and District Governor Lion 

Frank O'Donoghue 

 

 
 

Special Remembrance Mass with Lions Club 

Members and Suir Valley Choir. 

 

 

Sean Sings in Milan 

 

 



Following their stand-out performances in 

Las Vegas and Trabolgan, Sean Olohan and 

his wife Jackie are travelling to the Lions 

102nd International Convention in Milan 

where they will once again sing Sean’s 

‘Singing with the Lions’ before thousands of 

Lions from all over the world. 

 

 

Swords Golf Classic 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The winner of the longest drive ... Doug Hicks 

with President Greg Lewis  

 

Swords Lions Club held its annual Golf 

Classic  in Corrstown Golf Club which  

raised approximately €10,000 for its various 

charities. This year the focus was on 

supporting Snowflakes which is based in 

Swords and provides services  for young 

people with autism. 

 

 

 
 

The winning team l to R 

Ciaran Buckley, Michael Clince, Gerry 

Crowe, Maurice Swinford 

A total of  23 teams participated on the day 

in  a ‘champagne scramble’ with a shotgun 

start. Swords Lions acknowledge sponsors 

and the many businesses in Swords who 

donated  generously to its  various charities. 



The weather was great and all participants 

enjoyed a buffet meal prior to the prize 

giving ceremony. 

Swords Lions club supports various causes 

such as the annual Christmas food appeal , 

senior citizens holidays, Daffodil Day , 

suicide awareness, alcohol and drug 

awareness as well as many other good 

causes. 

 

 

LCIF Sweepstake 

 

LCIF has announced the launch of its 

Chairperson’s Sweepstakes:  Win a Trip to 

Iceland, in partnership with Omaze. The 

sweepstakes winner and a guest will join 

President Gudrun for a meal at her favourite 

restaurant, in the capital city of Reykjavik, 

before she sends them off to explore the 

beauty of her country. The prize includes air 

travel for two, accommodations, and 

US$1,000 cash travel stipend to design their 

unique adventure. Individuals can enter to 

win for as little as US$10, which will go 

towards supporting LCIF’s Empowering 

Service Fund. 

 

Please share this social media and email 

campaign with as many Lions and non-Lions 

as possible—District Coordinators, Club 

LCIF Coordinators, family (extended), and 

friends. Its accessible by visiting the Omaze 

win a trip to Iceland<http://bit.ly/Win-

Iceland-Trip-You> (http://bit.ly/Win-

Iceland-Trip-You) page today. 

 
 

 

Tullamore Supports School 
 

 
 

Tullamore Lions Club presented a pressure 

roller to Gortnamona NS for use in the 

school's sensory room. 

 

 

Templemore Marks 25th
 

 

Templemore Lions Club AGM was held in 

Templemore Arms Hotel at which Declan 

Glynn officially handed over the chain of 

office to incoming President Aoife Grey. On 

the night members celebrated the occasion of 

the Lions Club 25 years serving the 

community in Templemore. 

District Governor Frank O’Donohue was 

welcomed  at the meeting. Among the items 

on the agenda was a discussion on the 

preparations for the forthcoming ‘Mad 

Hatters Tea Party’ which will be held on the 

http://bit.ly/Win-Iceland-Trip-You
http://bit.ly/Win-Iceland-Trip-You
http://bit.ly/Win-Iceland-Trip-You
http://bit.ly/Win-Iceland-Trip-You


Fairy Trail in Templemore Town Park on 

Saturday afternoon July 6th. 

This promises to be a wonderful occasion of 

fun and frolics for children of all ages who 

are all encouraged to dress up for the event 

with special guest Fairy Ash and local 

musicians etc. in attendance. 

Pictured are: Back: Angela Galvin, Barbara 

McNamara, Kathleen Collier, Eddie Moran, 

David Cambie, Tom Kenny, Mick Maher. 

Front: Declan Glynn, outgoing President, 

Aoife Grey President 2019 and District 

Governor Frank O’Donoghue. 

  

Ennis Presentation 

 

 
 

 

District Governor Frank O’Donoghue made 

presentations to long-serving members of 

Ennis Lions Club during a visit. 

 
 

 

Sugarloaf Golf Classic 
 

SugarLoaf Lions Club is holding its Annual 

Charity Golf Classic in Greystones Golf 

Club on Friday 19th of July, 2019.  

The time sheet is from 1.30.p.m. to 4.p.m.   

The competition format is a Rumble with 

teams of four  players costing €240 per team 

which includes golf, prizes, ‘goodie’ bag and 

dinner. 

 

Lions who wish to support the event should  

contact Joe Grennan - 086-8181563 

or joe.g@smaroi.com or Brendan Kiernan - 

086-1985844 

or brendankiernan54@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Your Newsletter 

You can support your District Newsletter by: 

Sending us text and jpeg images of news 

about your club (NO pdfs please). 

Making sure your information reaches us by 

9am on Friday mornings.  

 

Reading the ‘Guide to Writing for the District 

Newsletter’ on the District 133 Website 

(www.lionsclubsireland.ie) 

Send your stories and images to 

fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

 

 

…That’s all for this week 
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